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Three things to look for in 2022

Give clearance to Dawson PPD 
equipment. This applies to items placed 
near equipment and to the roads that 
access poles, meters and transformers. 
Roads need to accommodate a full size 
truck. This panel was part of an incident 
that could have injured an employee. 

Inspect your equipment, repairing or 
replacing as necessary. Look for hazards 
and correct them. Prevent costly 
downtime during irrigation season.

Pivots that move under a power line 
can violate clearance standards for 
safety. The highest point should be 7.5 
feet or more away from the phase wire 
according to National Electrical Safety 
Code. Ensure that end guns do not spray 
water on lines, transformers or fuses.
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Phase converters:  
Magic solution?

Maybe not
Starting with single-phase 

power and making it work for 
three-phase equipment can make 
projects possible. However, phase 
converters aren’t always a good 
solution.

“Call Dawson PPD to talk about 
your electrical project before plan-
ning to use a phase converter,” says 
Cole Brodine, Engineering Manag-
er. The District will determine if it 
will work properly.

Improper use or installation 
can result in power quality prob-
lems for neighbors or it may cause 
the power line conductor to melt. 

Power factor used in 2022 billing
The horsepower or demand portion of the irrigation bill will be adjusted if 

an account’s power factor reading is under 90%.  The reading was listed on the 
2021 energy billing.  

Dawson PPD started educating customers about the use of power factor in 
spring of 2020.  A video overview of power factor and billing can be found at 
Dawson Public Power District’s YouTube channel.  

Here are the basic facts:
• Power Factor - A measurement of how effectively electricity is being used 

• 90 - 99% Power Factor - No additional charges for horsepower demand

• 89.9% Power Factor or Less - The demand billing will be adjusted to reach 90%. 
This will increase the amount of horsepower billed. The adjusted horsepower 
can be determined by using the calculator under the irrigation tab  
at DawsonPower.com. 

• 100% Power Factor - If power factor was shown as 100% on your fall 2021 energy 
billing statement, please be aware that the reading will likely change over the 
2022 season. Call Dawson PPD when the irrigation system is running so that we 
can provide you with updated information.

If you have questions about power factor billing, please call 308-324-2386.



Alternative fuel vehicles for 
today and the future

Consumers have more vehicle and machinery options. Ethanol and 
biodiesel have been widely available for consumers. Renewable diesel is 
the fastest growing fuel in the United States. Local schools have purchased 
propane fueled buses using Nebraska Clean Diesel Program grants. 

“The variety of fuels and technologies are growing. Each is being 
improved and many are becoming more affordable. We hope that custom-
ers will consider electric vehicles (EVs) when they plan a purchase,” says 
Marsha Banzhaf, Manager of Consumer Services. 

Electric vehicles are very effective for:
• Commuter vehicles, especially those driven 200 miles or less per day

• Reduced operating costs, less maintenance

Can Dawson PPD’s grid handle electric vehicles?
Most residential services have enough capacity for a car charger, how-

ever homeowners may need wiring upgrades on their side of the meter. 
Dawson PPD’s system can handle a gradual increase in EV use. Eventually, 
the District may use load management programs or time of use rates to 
handle the demand on the grid.

Did someone say incentives?
Purchasing an electric vehicle may have personal or business tax advan-

tages. In addition, Dawson PPD customers can qualify for rebates:
• $4,500 goEV rebate for a new electric vehicle. 

• $500 rebate is available for the purchase of a home charging station. 

• $200 to $400 incentive is available for installing charging station wiring in a 
new or existing home.

Facing supply chain 

Ag related damages are concerning

ChallengesChallenges

There were 26 ag related incidents 
that caused damage to Dawson PPD 
lines and equipment in 2021. The cost 
of the damage ranged from $289 to 
$4,645.  The cost for 
these incidents was 
billed to the people 
and farms involved.

“Damages to 
power lines and 
equipment is more 
than just the dollars 
it costs to make the 
repairs,” explains 
Dean Kunkee, Safety Director.  “We 
can’t always put a dollar amount on how 

the loss of electricity affects neighbor-
ing customers who get their electricity 
from the same lines and equipment.  
They may have lost product or time 
causing added stress - which we may 
not be able to measure with dollars. 
Plus, the inconvenience of not having 
heating, cooling, lights, and entertain-
ment.”

If you are involved in an accident, 
stay in the vehicle or equipment and 
call for assistance. Do not attempt to 
exit if the equipment or vehicle is in 
contact with electrical equipment. 

Load management option changes due March 15
Fixed charges due   April 25
First day of possible load control  May 1
Last day of possible load control  September 15
Energy charges due   November 28
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Remember the shortages of 
toilet paper and hand soap in 
2020? Our country’s sup-
ply chain is still having 
problems. Purchasing 
material has become an 
adventure.

Like you, Dawson 
PPD is doing our best to 
work through the situa-
tion. According to Jerry 
Hobelman, Dawson PPD 
Manager of Purchasing, 
Facilities and Fleet, the goal is to 
keep enough material in stock to 

cover our needs and keep three 
construction crews busy. He says 

that some items are 
being reserved in 
case we need them 
to restore power 
after a storm. New 
construction may be 
delayed as we wait 
for deliveries.

“Coping with 
market interruptions 
is tough and getting 

tougher,” Hobelman explained. 
“We’re ordering through multiple 

vendors and buying items made 
by other manufacturers. Invento-
ry levels are higher than normal 
to compensate for longer lead 
times.”

Let’s talk about the delays 
Dawson PPD is experiencing.

According to Hobelman, 
orders for wire used in power 
lines were generally filled within 
14 to 16 weeks in 2020. In 2021, 
we were told to expect to wait 
52 weeks or more. While not 
ideal, the wire shortages will 
affect mostly new construction 
and planned upgrades. If storms 
knock lines down, we plan to 
make repairs and re-use the 
existing conductor.

Two years ago, an order for 
wood crossarms would be de-
livered approximately one week 
later. In November 2021, vendors 

were saying the wait would be 
10-12 weeks.

Hobelman added that 
substation transformers, which 
help deliver power to hundreds 
of customers, take a long time to 
manufacture and ship. In 2020, it 
would be about 49 weeks be-
tween the order 
and delivery 
dates. In 2021, 
that lead time 
extended to 66 
weeks. We’re ex-
pecting it to stretch even longer 
for any orders made in 2022.

In addition to delays, the 
cost of materials has risen. Basic 
economics tell us that when sup-
ply is short and demand is high, 
prices will climb. An example of 
this is conductor wire pricing. 
One type of wire was $0.58/

foot in 2020, which increased to 
$1.25/foot by the end of 2021. 
Hobelman says that Dawson 
PPD is quoted prices when or-
dering, but vendors caution that 
we will be invoiced at the current 
cost when the wire ships.

While these shortages cer-
tainly are chal-
lenging, Dawson 
PPD personnel 
are working 
together. We’re 
using our exist-

ing inventory wisely. Our budget 
and finances are important. We 
have good relationships with 
multiple vendors. The bottom 
line is that our commitment to 
customers remains the same: to 
provide safe, reliable and afford-
able electricity.

Rates are steady 
for 2022

Horsepower Energy
Anytime $32.64 $0.0629

Four Day + Sunday $38.14 $0.0754

Three Day + Sunday $43.64 $0.0816

Two Day + Sunday $49.14 $0.0879

One Day + Sunday $54.64 $0.0941

No Control $60.14 $0.1004

Standby $22.50

Horsepower rates are charged per HP of recorded 
peak demand. The demand portion of the rate is 
due April 25, 2022. 

Energy rates are charged per kilowatt hour used.  
They are due November 28, 2022.  

Ag accidents involving 
Dawson PPD equipment

26 Accidents in 2021 
Poles broken, lines or guy wires hit, etc.

$55,620.66 
Cost of repairs billed 

to responsible parties

Possible reasons?
• Larger farm equipment

• Hurrying to finish work 
before a weather change

• Late day inattention, 
distraction or fatigue

Dean Kunkee 
Safety Director

Power line conductor wire  
Order Delivery times

In 2020 - 16 weeks
In 2021 - 52+ weeks
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Dates, deadines and important notes

Jerry Hobelman 
Mrg. of Purchasing, 
Materials & Fleet 

• All energy and fixed charges remaining unpaid 
on December 31st shall bear interest at the rate of  
sixteen percent (16%) per annum until paid.     
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Open Dawson 
Division board 
position to be 

filled

Dawson PPD’s boundaries for board representation 
are in an approval process by the Nebraska Power 
Review Board, due to a change in the Census. The 
voting map will be published in the Dawson Dynamo 
and on DawsonPower.com after it is approved.

Board Policy 101, which outlines the function of the 
board of directors, is published on the website.


